
Saint of the Week copyright © 2017, Catholic News Service–United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved. Image: CNS.

Salt and Light article was originally published on To Go Forth, a blog from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Department of Justice, Peace & Human 
Development. Copyright © 2017, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington DC. All rights reserved. Photo courtesy of Thunder Valley CDC.

SAINT OF THE WEEK

ANTHONY OF PADUA 
1195 – 1231

Feast Day—June 13

This Doctor of the Church 
was born in Lisbon, Portugal, 
and joined the Augustinians 
at age 15. In 1220 he entered 
the Franciscans to become an 
African missionary and was 
sent to Morocco. However, 
poor health forced his return 
to Europe and a storm at sea 
deposited him in Sicily. He traveled to Assisi, where his gift 
for preaching was recognized and put to use in Italy and 
France. St. Francis appointed him the order’s first “lector 
in theology”; he also was the superior of several communi-
ties. Many believers seek his intercession when something 
is lost.

SALT AND LIGHT

DEVELOPING HOUSING AND JOBS ON 
THE PINE RIDGE INDIAN RESERVATION

by Ralph McCloud

Some of the most intriguing and successful CCHD-funded 
groups are those that surmount the biggest obstacles. The 
Thunder Valley Community Development Corporation 
(CDC) in Porcupine, South Dakota, is one of them.

The group works on the remote Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation, a huge expanse that takes two hours to cross 
in a car. It’s no secret that Native Americans have been 
marginalized and mistreated in the history of our coun-
try. Government, church, and private efforts to improve 
their living conditions and prospects for the future have 
enjoyed mixed success. To be fair, there have been missteps 
on all sides, but one of the recurring stumbling blocks has 
been the attempt by outsiders to determine what the native 
people need and want.

We were cautiously optimistic when we heard about 
Thunder Valley CDC, a relatively new group of young 

people committed to building sustainable communities in 
the very tough economy of the reservation. Jobs are scarce. 
Housing is substandard. Infrastructure barely exists. The 
reservation is in the poorest county in the country. But 
the people have hope and determination. The Thunder 
Valley CDC organizers began by talking to their neigh-
bors and asking what they needed to improve the quality 
of life for themselves and their families. Housing and jobs 
were at the top of the list. They were not asking for charity 
but the opportunity to create systemic change and achieve 
self-sufficiency.

Thunder Valley CDC identified land near an import-
ant crossroad on the reservation. They purchased it, and 
with CCHD’s help, they are implementing an ambitious 
master plan that includes infrastructure, home ownership, 
jobs, education, training, and mentorship.

Thunder Valley CDC takes CCHD’s mission to heart: 
the group is led by the people it serves and the people who 
participate have a stake in the outcome. By listening care-
fully and planning meticulously, Thunder Valley CDC is 
creating tangible, sustainable change in the community. It 
has become a force for justice in an area that longs for it. 
CCHD is honored to support the effort.

Thank you, as always, for your prayers and support 
of CCHD.

You are a crucial partner in our ceaseless mission to 
break the cycle of poverty.

Thunder Valley CDC staff raises a wall for the Sustainable Agriculture 
Education Center where youth and families will be able to learn about 
healthy local foods.


