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February 25, 2018
Second Sunday of Lent (B)
Gn 22:1–2, 9a, 10–13, 15–18
Rom 8:31b–34  
Mk 9:2–10 

Let Go and Let God

Piece: The Sacrifice of Isaac, 1511
Artist: Raphael Sanzio

Location: Vatican Museums

He who did not spare his own Son… 
how will he not also give us everything else along with him?

Romans 8:32

For Reflection
Are we willing to lay peacefully within God’s plan, even if it means sacrifice?  

Do we trust his plans more than our own? 
Is there anything more beloved by us than God’s loving plan for us?

Kneeling humbly on the altar 
 is the son of Abraham’s 

old age, the promised Isaac. 
He was the answer to 
prayer, a commitment by 
God that, through this 
child, Abraham would 
have descendants as 
numerous as the stars. 
Yet God was asking 
him to sacrifice that 
hope and promise. 
And Abraham, 
although surely not 
understanding, was 
willing to obey the 
Father. It represents 
the supreme test of faith. 
Abraham is called our Father in 
Faith for a reason.

Abraham is looking up to God, 
not focused on the creatures, even 
as much as he loved his son. We also 
need to be looking up to God in order 
to rightly value the things below.

He understands that no godly gift should take 
God’s place in the human heart—even something 

as precious as his God-given child. 
When dealing with all the good 

things God gives us, even 
those he has promised 

and those we love most, 
we must be willing to 

submit to his plans. 
God doesn’t always 
make sense to us, and 
we are painfully aware 
that his ways are not 
always our ways.

Isaac is a young 
boy, but certainly big 

enough to put up a fight 
as his elderly father’s 

plans become evident. 
Yet we see him kneeling 

in acceptance of the sacrifice 
God requests. Although he wants 

to understand, he doesn’t make the 
reason an absolute. Isaac foreshadows 
the trusting lamb led to slaughter, the 
ram whose head will be caught in a 

crown of thorns, and the Son who will not be spared 
by the heavenly Father.

—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC
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Calendar

A Word From Pope Francis
Lent…is a special time for recalling the gift of our baptism, when 
we became children of God. The Church invites us to renew the 
gift she has given us, not to let this gift lie dormant as if it were 
something from the past or locked away in a memory chest.

—Homily, February 14, 2016

Monday 
February 26 

Lenten Weekday
Dn 9:4b–10
Lk 6:36–38

Tuesday 
February 27 

Lenten Weekday
Is 1:10, 16–20

Mt 23:1–12

Wednesday 
February 28

Lenten Weekday
Jer 18:18–20
Mt 20:17–28

Thursday
March 1

Lenten Weekday
Jer 17:5–10
Lk 16:19–31

Friday
March 2

Lenten Weekday
Gn 37:3–4, 12–13a, 

17b–28a
Mt 21:33–43, 45–46

Saturday
March 3

Lenten Weekday
Mi 7:14–15, 18–20
Lk 15:1–3, 11–32

Sunday
March 4

Third Sunday 
of Lent 

Ex 20:1–17 or 
Ex 20:1–3, 7–8, 12–17

1 Cor 1:22–25
Jn 2:13–25

Our guitar group plays music five minutes before  
the opening song at Mass. By the time the  
interminable Gloria is sung, I already have a headache!  
Why so much music?

At Mass, the faithful “form one body, whether in hearing the Word of 
 God, or in taking part in the prayers and in the singing, or above all 

by the common offering of the Sacrifice and by participating together at the 
Lord’s table” (General Instruction of the Roman Missal, 96). Thus, liturgical 
music can be a form of prayer, uniting the assembly in praise to God. Ideally, 
it’s “a particularly apt way to express a joyful heart, accentuating the 

solemnity of the celebration and 
fostering the sense of a common 
faith and a shared love” (On 
Keeping the Lord’s Day Holy 
[Dies Domini], 50) by Pope John 
Paul II.

However, this ideal isn’t 
always reality. To address your 
question, let us divide humanity 
into two groups: people who like 

to sing and people who don’t; those who sing in full voice in the shower and 
those who prefer monastic silence. Every congregation includes both groups. 
While not everyone is naturally inclined to make a joyful noise, most people 
appreciate music’s power to give voice to what’s deep in the human heart.

Some may even feel there’s not enough music at Mass instead of too much. 
Nevertheless, happy the liturgical ministers who know when the sum of the 
individual Mass parts—sung or otherwise—can become too tedious. And 
blessed are the music makers who know the power of silence, an instrumental, 
or an optional recessional song, even for solemn occasions.

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR   |   From Liguorian magazine, October 2017 
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org
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