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July 1, 2018
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)
Wis 1:13–15; 2:23–24
2 Cor 8:7, 9, 13–15
Mk 5:21–43 or 5:21–24, 35b–43 

Accepting Pain

Michelangelo’s statue The Pietà, finished 
before he turned twenty–four, expresses 

a theme Italians didn’t enjoy seeing in art: death. 
Even worse, it recalls the torturous death of a 
crucified son held by his mourning mother. The 
image is horrific.

In his approach, Michelangelo is revolutionary. 
Rather than directly representing death, his 
statue is a meditation on it. Instead of showing 
the Virgin in the moment of extreme anguish, the 
normal strategy to achieve pity in the onlooker, 
the master decides to show Mary in humble 
acceptance of this heart-wrenching moment.

She doesn’t fight or run from the pain in 
rebellious screams. Her teeth aren’t clenched, her 
brow is unwrinkled, and her eyes aren’t filled with 
tears imploring upward seeking to understand the 
illogical. She merely sits in the painful moment 
embracing the Son and abandoning her sorrow to 
the Father who permitted it.

Her hands reveal her attitude. One holds 
her Son under his arm firmly. She pulls him to 
her, sustaining the weight of the mystery. She 
absorbs the moment, fleeing not. Remaining in 
the pain, she endures the cost of our redemption, 
expressing her fiat again, in silence: Let it be done 
to me according to your word.

The other hand tilts toward us, open. She is 
letting go, giving over! She knows this Child in 
her arms was never only hers, but everyone’s. 
We’re invited to grasp her open hand, join her 
pain, and do our part to take up our own cross 
and follow him.

—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

[Jesus] took the child by the hand and said to her, “Talitha koum,”  
which means, “Little girl, I say to you, arise!” 

Mark 5:41

Piece: The Pietà, 1499 
Artist: Michelangelo 
Location: St. Peter’s Basilica
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Calendar
Monday 

July 2 
Weekday

Am 2:6–10, 13–16
Mt 8:18–22

Tuesday 
July 3 

St. Thomas,  
Apostle

Eph 2:19–22
Jn 20:24–29

Wednesday
July 4 

Weekday
Am 5:14–15, 21–24

Mt 8:28–34

Thursday
July 5

Weekday
Am 7:10–17

Mt 9:1–8

Friday
July 6 

Weekday 
Am 8:4–6, 9–12

Mt 9:9–13

Saturday
July 7

Weekday
Am 9:11–15
Mt 9:14–17

Sunday
July 8

Fourteenth Sunday  
in Ordinary Time

Ez 2:2–5
2 Cor 12:7–10

Mk 6:1–6
A Word From Pope Francis 
Countless people suffer trials and injustice, and live in anxiety. 
Our hearts need anointing with God’s consolation, which does 
not take away our problems, but gives us the power to love, to 
peacefully bear pain. Receiving and bringing God’s consolation: 

this mission of the Church is urgent. 
—Homily in Tbilisi, Georgia, October 1, 2016

Is there any sense in suffering? A friend is in 
great pain, and I don’t think she should have  
to suffer so much. No one should!

The most popular book of Catholic devotion is The Imitation of Christ, 
written by Thomas à Kempis. He wrote this as he watched his best 

friends and members of his religious community suffer and die from the 
plague. Much of the book revolves around suffering.

Thomas wrote that it was not deep words that made a person holy and 
upright, but a good life, lived in God’s presence. He believed God walked 
with the simple, and revealed God’s very self to 
the humble. For Thomas à Kempis, there is no 
solution to suffering except to put your faith in 
Christ.

The Book of Job explores the mystery of 
innocent people experiencing misery and evil. 
Job suffers great pains and hardships, but he 
comes to the conclusion that faith in God must 
transcend personal pain and suffering.

Jesus advises his followers to take up their 
cross and follow him (Matthew 10:38, 16:24; 
Mark 8:34; and Luke 9:23, 14:27). Saint Paul 
reminds us that we suffer with Christ so that 
we may be glorified with him (Romans 8:17). 
The epistle of James challenges Christians to 
consider trials of any kind as nothing but a joy (James 1:2).

We all suffer. It’s part of life. Our faith in Jesus is the bridge that can lead 
us over the chasm of suffering to the place of peace that many of the early 
martyrs and saints found.
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