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July 8, 2018
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)
Ez 2:2–5
2 Cor 12:7–10  
Mk 6:1–6 

The Pain of Suspicion

A bright and luminous work of art from 1905 
by Maurice Denis shows the Child Jesus in 

Nazareth, apparently teaching the other children. 
Nazareth highlights the peace, beauty, and joy of those 
years when Jesus was growing in wisdom and strength 
right before Mary’s eyes.

The little dovelike white ribbons 
on the heads of the kneeling children 
indicate the knowledge and spirit Jesus 
was imparting.

Yet when Jesus returns to Nazareth 
as an adult, things are quite different. 
The townspeople are suspicious of his wisdom as they 
remember him as the carpenter, son of Joseph and 
Mary. Those humble roots don’t justify the knowledge 

and power with which he spoke. Perhaps envy or 
jealousy blinded them and brought Jesus to quote the 
Old Testament, “A prophet is not without honor except 
in his native place and among his own kin and in his 
own house” (Mark 6:4).

Their closed hearts pained Jesus, as he would have 
most certainly wanted to show all the love and power 
of God to his fellow Nazoreans. Scripture says Jesus 

was amazed at their lack of faith.
We can also limit everything Jesus 

wants to do in and for us with our 
lack of belief in him and his power. 
Perhaps those of us who are closest to 
him through daily prayer and regular 

sacraments are the least convinced of his power. Dare 
to let Jesus in and do with you what he wants!

—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

Is he not the carpenter, the son of Mary?...He was amazed at their lack of faith. 
Mark 6:3a, 6

Piece: Nazareth, 1905 
Artist: Maurice Denis  
Location: Vatican Museums
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I am troubled with doubts of faith and find these 
thoughts very frightening. Have I lost my faith? 
Please help me.

It’s not a sin to have these worries and doubts. I’ve seen this kind of 
thing happen to very good, holy people. Some of the saints went through 

terrible periods of darkness when everything they believed in seemed to be 
gone. Saint Thérèse of Lisieux said several times that her faith seemed to have 
vanished, that her prayers seemed to be going nowhere. So you are not alone.

Saint Alphonsus recommends that a 
person hounded by such doubts should 
not try to argue with them in the heat of 
battle, but rather should “run away”—that 
is, make a brief act of faith and try moving 
on to something else, get involved in some 
distracting activity. Temptation or doubt 
will likely persist, but don’t believe these 
dark feelings. The devil is the father of lies. 
He is trying to make you think you’re lost 
when you’re not. By making you upset and 
agitated, he keeps you from prayer and 
other good deeds.

To sum up, when a doubt arises, say a 
short prayer such as “My Lord, I believe in 
you, I hope in you, I love you.” Once you’ve 
said a little prayer, you can ignore the temptation even if it keeps roaring in 
your head. Remember that the Lord can read your heart and knows that you 
don’t want to offend him, but rather to love him with your whole heart.
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Calendar

Monday 
July 9 

Weekday
Hos 2:16, 17c–18, 21–22 

Mt 9:18–26

Tuesday 
July 10 

Weekday
Hos 8:4–7, 11–13

Mt 9:32–38

Wednesday
July 11 

St. Benedict,  
Abbot

Hos 10:1–3, 7–8, 12
Mt 10:1–7

Thursday
July 12

Weekday
Hos 11:1–4, 8e–9

Mt 10:7–15

Friday
July 13 

Weekday 
Hos 14:2–10
Mt 10:16–23

Saturday
July 14

Weekday
Is 6:1–8

Mt 10:24–33

Sunday
July 15

Fifteenth Sunday  
in Ordinary Time

Am 7:12–15
Eph 1:3–14 or 1:3–10

Mk 6:7–13

A Word From Pope Francis 
Some of you might ask me: “Don’t you ever have doubts?”  
I have many. Of course, everyone has doubts at times!  
Doubts which touch the faith, in a positive way, are a sign  
that we want to know better and more fully God, Jesus,  

and the mystery of his love for us.
—General Audience, November 23, 2016
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