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July 29, 2018
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)
2 Kgs 4:42–44
Eph 4:1–6
Jn 6:1–15 

Gifts to Be Shared

The multiplication of the loaves and fish is a 
scene commonly sculpted on the tombs of 

Christians in Rome. These early Christians, an ocean 
away, not only heard the story but believed it and 
sealed their lives with it. What powerful 
message of life and death did they find?

Aside from being a symbol of the 
Eucharist, the center of early Christian 
worship then as today, this miracle is a 
call to generosity. By giving your life to 
Jesus, he can multiply it and raise it up 
to new life.

Jesus sees the hunger of the crowd 
and wants to satisfy them. He asks what 
provisions they have, and all they can muster is two 
fish and five loaves. Andrew questions what good that 

is for so many. Implicit is that it may be better to save 
what little there is for themselves.

Jesus sees things differently. He gives thanks for the 
little they have and has the apostles give it away. He 
knows the Father will multiply this generosity. Rather 
than look at what they have as a scarcity of goods, he 

sees them as gifts to share.
This is the radical change of heart 

that Jesus asks of us. Everything we 
have is a gift to be shared. When we live 
in love, and not in selfish fear of how to 
satisfy ourselves, then God multiplies 
what little we have and provides 
everything we need.

When the Gospel declares the 
apostles had collected twelve baskets 

of leftovers, the text shouts that God is a God of 
abundance, not of scarcity.

—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed them  
to those who were reclining.

John 6:11

Piece: Sarcophagus, Pius-Christian collection, Third century 
Artist: Unknown 
Location: Vatican Museums



© 2018 Liguori Publications, Liguori, MO 63057-9999. Printed in USA. Imprimatur: “In accordance with CIC 827, permission to publish has been granted on February 12, 2018, 
by Most Reverend Mark S. Rivituso, Auxiliary Bishop, Archdiocese of St. Louis. Permission to publish is an indication that nothing contrary to Church teaching is contained in 
this work. It does not imply any endorsement of the opinions expressed in the publication; nor is any liability assumed by this permission.” No part of this work may be used in 
any form without the prior written permission of Liguori Publications. Scripture texts in this work are taken from New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. All Rights Reserved. Design: Wendy Barnes. To order Liguori Sunday Bulletins, call 800-325-9521, or visit Liguori.org.

Calendar
Monday 

July 30 
Weekday

Jer 13:1–11
Mt 13:31–35

Tuesday 
July 31 

St. Ignatius of Loyola, 
Priest

Jer 14:7–22
Mt 13:36–43

Wednesday
August 1 

St. Alphonsus Liguori, 
Bishop and Doctor  

of the Church
Jer 15:10, 16–21

Mt 13:44–46

Thursday
August 2
Weekday

Jer 18:1–6
Mt 13:47–53

Friday
August 3 
Weekday 

Jer 26:1–9
Mt 13:54–58

Saturday
August 4

St. John Vianney,  
Priest

Jer 26:11–16, 24
Mt 14:1–12

Sunday
August 5

Eighteenth Sunday  
in Ordinary Time
Ex 16:2–4, 12–15
Eph 4:17, 20–24

Jn 6:24–35

A Word From Pope Francis 
Love is not a word, it is a deed, a service … Furthermore, it is 
expressed in the sharing of material goods, so that no one be 
left in need. This sharing with and dedication to those in need is 
the lifestyle that God suggests, even to non–Christians, as the 

authentic path of humanity. 
—Jubilee Audience, March 12, 2016

What is the “gospel of prosperity?” I heard a 
televangelist say it’s the Lord’s will that all people 
have cars in the driveway and money in the bank.

If there is a “gospel of prosperity,” Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John didn’t 
write it, and it isn’t about Jesus. If anything, the Gospels would be called 

“Gospels of poverty.” Jesus himself was born in poverty. Had he wished to 
extol riches and prosperity, he could have been born into the lap of luxury. But 
God chose the poverty of a stable and not well-to-do parents.

Although the subject of riches and poverty appears in all the Gospels, Luke 
deals with it the most. It is thought that Luke was concerned because he was 

of, and dealt with, people of means. Luke sees 
money and goods as dangerous to salvation. 
Although “nothing will be impossible with 
God” (1:37), Luke uses the image of a camel 
passing through the eye of a needle (18:25). 
It’s easier for that to happen than for a rich 
person to enter the kingdom. Scary words.

Yet, poverty itself is not hailed as good, nor 
are riches condemned in themselves. It’s what 
wealth does to people—why they accumulate 
it. When we focus on riches and possessions, 
we risk turning from God, growing deaf to the 
cries of the poor. Possessions and wealth are 
to be shared, not hoarded.

It sounds like the televangelist may have written the so-called “gospel of 
prosperity” himself, perhaps justifying his own gains. I hope not, because 
getting rich off the message of Christ is also contrary to the gospel.
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