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September 23, 2018
Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)
Wis 2:12, 17–20
Jas 3:16—4:3  
Mk 9:30–37

Jesus’ Cleansing Love

The Master of Fossa, a painter of unknown 
name, traveled the Umbrian region, creating 

works of Franciscan spirituality. This panel 
interprets the scenes of the passion and death of 
Christ as an act of service to poor sinners. The 
souls of his brothers and sisters were dirty. And 
yet he comes down from heaven, bends over our 
iniquity, and gently takes us into his hands while 
nursing us back to cleanliness and life.

Christ’s greatness is revealed in his service. “If 
anyone wishes to be first, he shall be the last of 
all and the servant of all” (Mark 9:35). Jesus didn’t 
wish to be first; he merely wished to be faithful. 
His goal was to love the Father and win us back, 
and that meant service and the cross.

In this detail of the painting, Peter is on his 
papal throne while Jesus kneels in front of him. 
What a role reversal! Peter should be washing 
Jesus’ feet, but no. Even Peter tried to reject this 
act of service, but Jesus insisted or else Peter could 
have no part in his reign.

Peter needed to be washed and purified before 
serving and sanctifying others. So it is with 
us. During this Mass, allow your soul 
to be taken into Jesus’ hands. Feel 
him cleanse you, pouring his warm 
grace over your wounds. Accept 
his gentle, loving attention as he 
caresses, dries, and restores you. 
Only when you have known his 
mercy and love can you then be an 
agent of that love to others.

—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

[Jesus said,] “Whoever receives one child  
such as this in my name, receives me.”

Mark 9:37

Piece: Stories of the Passion  
(detail of the washing of the feet), circa 1340
Artist: Master of Fossa
Location: Vatican Museums

For Reflection
Do I take the time to place myself in Jesus’ presence and 
receive his healing touch?

The sacrament of reconciliation is a privileged moment of 
healing. Do I take advantage of this grace?



I occasionally need to be reminded why I should 
remain Catholic. Can you help?

Whether our faith was inherited at birth or adopted later, it’s healthy to 
periodically reexamine our beliefs and practices with the intent to grow 

closer to God. Saint Paul uses the metaphor of moving beyond milk to solid 
food to explain our maturing faith (Hebrews 
5:12–14). Questions or doubts are not 
intended to instill guilt, nor are they signs 
of crisis or disloyalty to God or the Church.  
Indeed, it’s often when we challenge pat 
answers that God moves us to a deeper 
meaning and stronger relationship—that is, 
if we’re steadfast on the path to holiness.

People remain Catholic for numerous 
reasons, including:

• the Church’s belief in God’s goodness to 
us through the sacraments;

• a 2,000-year tradition of living the 
gospel in a universal, multicultural 
community of faith; and

• a proven track record as an agent for personal, spiritual growth and 
social transformation.

When Church behavior is contrary to Christ’s mission and our confidence to 
remain is tested, it’s good to recall the Church as divinely fortified and humanly 
composed. People remain Catholic because the Church exists to bring us into 
full communion with God, through Christ, by working toward the fullness of 
the kingdom. God “calls together all men, scattered and divided by sin, into the 
unity of his family, the Church….In his Son and through him, he invites men to 
become…his adopted children and thus heirs of his blessed life” (Catechism of 
the Catholic Church, 1).

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR 
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org
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A Word From Pope Francis
For all of us, the Catholic Church continues to be a field hospital 
that accompanies us on our spiritual journey. It is the place where 
we can sit with others, listen to them and share with them our 

struggles and our faith in the Good News of Jesus Christ.
—Address to Pontifical Commission for the Protection of Minors, September 21, 2017

Calendar
Monday

SEPTEMBER 24
Weekday

Prv 3:27–34
Lk 8:16–18

Tuesday
SEPTEMBER 25 

Weekday
Prv 21:1–6, 10–13

Lk 8:19–21

Wednesday 
SEPTEMBER 26 

Weekday
Prv 30:5–9

Lk 9:1–6

Thursday 
SEPTEMBER 27 

St. Vincent de Paul,  
Priest

Eccl 1:2–11
Lk 9:7–9

Friday
SEPTEMBER 28

Weekday
Eccl 3:1–11
Lk 9:18–22

Saturday 
SEPTEMBER 29 

Sts. Michael, Gabriel,  
and Raphael, Archangels

Dn 7:9–10, 13–14 or 
Rv 12:7–12a
Jn 1:47–51

Sunday
SEPTEMBER 30 

Twenty-sixth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time
Nm 11:25–29

Jas 5:1–6
Mk 9:38–43, 45, 47–48

C
N

S PH
O

TO

© 2018 Liguori Publications, Liguori, MO 63057-9999. Printed in USA. Imprimatur: “In accordance with CIC 827, permission to 
publish has been granted on May 11, 2018, by the Most Reverend Mark S. Rivituso, Auxiliary Bishop, Archdiocese of St. Louis. 
Permission to publish is an indication that nothing contrary to Church teaching is contained in this work. It does not imply any 
endorsement of the opinions expressed in the publication; nor is any liability assumed by this permission.” No part of this work 
may be used in any form without the prior written permission of Liguori Publications. Scripture texts in this work are taken 

from New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. All Rights Reserved. To order 
Liguori Sunday Bulletins, call 800-325-9521, or visit Liguori.org.


	September 23, 2018 Reflection
	September 23, 2018 Dear Padre

