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run after Jesus but could only sit and call out. Lesson 
one: Use whatever talent you have to reach Jesus. Don’t 
focus on what you lack but on what you have.

The crowd told him to be quiet and polite, not 
upsetting the moment. Bartimaeus “kept calling out 
all the more” (Mark 10:48). Lesson two: Ignore the 
crowd if they keep you from Jesus and your dreams.

Jesus hears his cry and calls for Bartimaeus, who 
springs up with a newfound joy because Jesus reached 
out to him. He stumbles toward him, directed by the 
crowd. Lesson three: Go to Jesus with your weakness! 

It doesn’t bother him. It attracts 
him.

Jesus asks what he wants, 
and blind Bartimaeus boldly 
asks for the impossible: to see. 
Impossible, unless he believed 
Jesus was in fact the Son of 
David, the Messiah, the miracle 
worker. Jesus gives him exactly 
what his faith merited. Lesson 
four: Boldly believe and pursue 
the impossible. Jesus wants to 
give it to you!

—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC
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Boldly Believe!

It rarely does any good to follow the crowd. Most 
people follow the path of least resistance, just 

floating along. Jesus said the path to heaven is narrow 
and few follow it. Dare to believe in eternal truths, in 
Jesus, and swim against the current.

Just look at what happened to blind Bartimaeus. 
He wanted the impossible, to be healed by Jesus, but 
he was at a big disadvantage. He couldn’t see Jesus in 
order to find him. So what did he do? He started by 
using his only strength—his loud voice. He couldn’t 

[Bartimaeus] threw aside his cloak, sprang up, and came to Jesus…. 
“Master, I want to see.”

Mark 10:50–51

Piece: Scenes from the Legend of St. Peter the Martyr and  
The Blind and the Lame Pray at the Saint’s Tomb (circa 1440)
Artist: Sano di Pietro  
Location: Vatican Museums

For Reflection
Is there some need you want Jesus 
to fill? What is it?

Might you be the answer to how 
Jesus wants to fill someone’s 
need? Don’t be one of the crowd 
holding him back.
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A Word From Pope Francis
Jesus’ life, especially during the three years of his public 
ministry, was a continual encounter with people. Among them, 
the sick had a special place. How many pages of the Gospel 
tell of these encounters! The paralytic, the blind man, the leper, 

…we cannot fail to visit and assist those who are sick.
—General audience, November 9, 2016

Calendar
Monday

OCTOBER 29
Weekday

Eph 4:32—5:8
Lk 13:10–17

Tuesday
OCTOBER 30

Weekday
Eph 5:21–33
Lk 13:18–21

Wednesday
OCTOBER 31

Weekday
Eph 6:1–9

Lk 13:22–30

Thursday
NOV EMBER 1

Solemnity 
 of All Saints

Rv 7:2–14, 9–14
1 Jn 3:1–3

Mt 5:1–12a

Friday
NOV EMBER 2

Commemoration of All 
the Faithful Departed  

(All Souls)
Wis 3:1–9 Rom 5:5–11  

or Rom 6:3–9
Jn 6:37–40

Saturday
NOV EMBER 3

Weekday
Phil 1:18b–26
Lk 14:1, 7–11

Sunday
NOV EMBER 4

Thirty-first Sunday  
in Ordinary Time

Dt 6:2–6
Heb 7:23–28

Mk 12:28b–34

I’ve often wondered about the feasts of All Saints 
and All Souls. Are not all the souls we pray for 
also saints? Why not just celebrate a feast day for 
all those in heaven?

In the New Testament, saint meant “Christian.” In some way, then, 
all followers of Jesus were originally considered saints. But over the 

centuries, the word saint has gradually come to connote the holy people 
declared saints by the Church. The canonization process sometimes takes 
centuries. (It took nearly 500 years for 
St. Joan of Arc to be canonized.) In 2,000 
years of Roman Catholic history, more 
than 2,500 saints have been recognized. 
On the feast of All Saints, we honor these 
holy men and women, especially our 
patron saint and those saints for whom we 
have special admiration.

The feast of All Souls honors loved 
ones who have died. It is safe to say that 
the Church has not officially canonized 
most of our family and friends who have 
died. As the Church gives official status 
to deceased holy persons by canonizing them, so too Christ’s paschal mystery 
gives meaning to the death of faithful Christians. As it says in the First Letter 
of Paul to the Thessalonians: “For if we believe that Jesus died and rose, so too 
will God, through Jesus, bring with him those who have fallen asleep” (4:14). 
When we pray for our dead—in purgatory or in heaven—on the feast of All 
Souls, we acknowledge the mystical body of Christ, which includes us, family 
and friends who have died, and the officially canonized saints of the Church.
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