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Do Everything Well

This huge fresco behind the Sistine 
Chapel altar may be the greatest 

representation of the coming of Christ at 
the end of time. The centerpiece of the 
composition is Christ the judge with the Virgin 
at his side represented in a halo, surrounded 
by a crowd of apostles, prophets, patriarchs, 
Old Testament heroines, martyrs, and saints 
who form a double crown of swirling bodies. 
Michelangelo painted hundreds of figures, all 
with exquisite attention to detail.

Just think, when Michelangelo was painting, 
his work in the chapel 
was destined to be 
seen by very few—
the pope, his court, 
a few visiting kings 
and diplomats at 
most. The Sistine 
Chapel would receive 
less foot traffic in 
Michelangelo’s time 
than a medium- to 
small-sized parish today. Yet, Michelangelo 
painted with the same eye to perfection as if 
he knew his work would be seen by millions. 
He was not painting for the multitudes but for 
God and his patron, the pope.

Similarly, if we act with generosity and love, 
whether observed by millions or no one, we 
will follow the path to true freedom and love. We do 
what is right, not to be seen, but because we want to be 
true to God, ourselves, and others. Living like this, we 
will have no reason to fear the Last Judgment. 

More than six million people annually see The Last 

November 18, 2018
Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)
Dn 12:1–3
Heb 10:11–14, 18 
Mk 13:24–32

[Jesus said,] “And then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in the clouds’  
with great power and glory.”

Mark 13:26

Judgment in person, and countless more via broadcasts 
and social media. So do everything well, since it is 
seen by God and yourself—and maybe some day, by 
more eyes than you ever imagined!

—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

For Reflection
Do I worry too much 
about being seen by 
others?

Do I console myself 
knowing that no 
good deed goes 
unrewarded?

Piece: The Last Judgment (detail), 1536–1541  
Artist: Michelangelo
Location: Sistine Chapel
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What are the Catholic Church’s liturgical seasons? 
When does a new liturgical year begin?

A liturgical year is an annual cycle of communal prayer and celebration. 
The Roman Catholic Church divides its liturgical year into five distinct 

seasons: Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, and Ordinary Time.
Our liturgical year starts on the first Sunday of 

Advent. The Christmas season officially starts 
with the evening celebrations on December 
24. Christmas runs for more than 
twelve days, through the feast of the 
Epiphany to the Baptism of the Lord, 
which is celebrated on either the 
second or third Sunday in January.

Next is Ordinary Time, which 
is divided into two parts. The 
first part ends the day before Ash 
Wednesday, which is the first of the 
forty days of Lent. Lent is followed by 
the seven weeks of the Easter season, 
which ends on the day we celebrate the 
descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.

On Pentecost we pick up the second 
part of Ordinary Time, which ends the 
day before the first Sunday of Advent 
(this year that’s in two weeks, on 
December 2). Each liturgical season has 
distinct flavors and traditions, but they come together in harmony to help us 
reflect on the one mystery at the heart of every liturgy no matter the season: 
the saving mystery of Christ’s life, death, and resurrection.

—Fr. Matthew Allman, CSsR 
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org
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A Word From Pope Francis
If in the course of the liturgical year a parish priest speaks about 
temperance ten times but only mentions charity or justice two or 
three times, an imbalance results....The same thing happens  

when we speak more about law than about grace, more about the Church than 
about Christ. —Evangelii Gaudium, November 24, 2013

Calendar
Monday

NOV EMBER 19
Weekday

Rv 1:1–4; 2:1–5
Lk 18:35–43

Tuesday
NOV EMBER 20

Weekday
Rv 3:1–6, 14–22

Lk 19:1–10
Wednesday

NOV EMBER 21
Presentation of the  

Blessed Virgin Mary
Rv 4:1–11

Lk 19:11–28
Thursday

NOV EMBER 22
St. Cecilia,  

Virgin and Martyr
Rv 5:1–10

Lk 19:41–44
Friday

NOV EMBER 23
Weekday

Rv 10:8–11
Lk 19:45–48
Saturday

NOV EMBER 24
St. Andrew Dũng-Lạc, 

Priest, and Companions, 
Martyrs

Rv 11:4–12
Lk 20:27–40

Sunday
NOV EMBER 25

Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, King of the Universe

Dn 7:13–14
Rv 1:5–8

Jn 18:33b–37
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The Roman Catholic Church 
divides its liturgical year  
into five distinct seasons.
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