
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time - Mark 12:38 – 44 

You know the old joke about the chicken and the pig that saw the 

church sign saying, "Help feed the hungry."  The chicken said 

"That's a good idea!  Let's help by putting in our 'widow’s mite.'  

Let's give ham and eggs."  The pig said, "That's easy for you to 

say, but for me it's a total commitment!" 

Jewish rabbis take the bible very seriously.  Because they believe 

it is God’s word, they are convinced that nothing in the bible is 

there by chance.  Every word, every expression, every comma has 

a significance. 

On one occasion two rabbinical students were discussing a 

passage from the book of Deuteronomy.  They were trying to 

understand why God commanded us in that book to put the word 

of God on our hearts. 

Why did God not say to put God’s word in our hearts?  Is that not 

where the word of God should be? Since they could not figure 

this out, they went to ask the rabbi why does the bible say we are 

to place the word of God on our hearts instead of in our hearts? 

This was his response: “We are commanded to place the word of 

God on our hearts because our hearts are closed, and the word of 

God cannot get in.  So, God commands us to place the word of 

God on our hearts.  And there it sits, there it waits. 

It waits for the day when our hearts will be broken.  When they 

are broken, then the word of God will fall gently inside.” 

How wise this explanation is!  We all here believe in God.  We 

all would express our conviction that God loves us and will save 

us. 

But when things are going well, when we are confident in our 

strength and success, when we are convinced that we can handle 

things on our own, God’s word sits on our hearts. 



It cannot get inside, because our hearts are too full of ourselves. 

So, God’s word sits and waits until we fail, until we are hurt, until 

we have to struggle with sickness, addiction, pain, or death. 

It waits until our hearts break, then it falls gently inside and gives 

us both power and peace.  Those who know their own need are 

the ones who can carry the word of God in their hearts. 

Those who struggle with weakness and failure are the ones who 

truly experience the power and peace of God’s presence.  Those 

who are in need are those who truly believe. 

This is why in today’s first reading and the Gospel the central 

characters are widows.  In the ancient world a widow was the 

most vulnerable member of society. 

Without family her need was paramount.  Her need nurtured her 

faith.  Without family on which to depend, she depended on God 

alone. 

It is easier to believe the word of God when we recognize our own 

need.  So, whenever we experience loss, failure, or pain, there is 

hope. 

God’s word is sitting on our hearts, waiting to console and 

strengthen us.  As difficult as our trials may be, they can lead us 

to God.  It is often our brokenness that allows the love of God in. 

AMEN. 

 

 


