
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Two brothers, aged five and six get into a fight.  It's not terribly 

serious, but it is disturbing.  Parents don't like to see their 

offspring rolling on the ground and punching each other. 

 

So the mother brings things to a quick halt.  She pulls them 

apart, and then asks, "Who started this?"  That question can be 

guaranteed to go nowhere.  It will NOT resolve the mystery of 

who is at fault. 

 

One will say, "He hit me first."  The other will say, "But he 

shoved me."  The first will say, "But he took my candy."  And 

on it will go as long as Mom is willing to listen.  You see, early 

in life, we all learn to justify our actions. 

 

It was this human tendency that prompted Jesus to tell the story 

of the Good Samaritan we hear in this Gospel.  A lawyer came 

to Him, inquiring about the way to inherit eternal life. 

 

Jesus put the question back to him.  And the man responded by 

quoting the two great commandments: "Love God with your 

whole heart, and love your neighbor as yourself." 

 

Jesus affirmed his answer saying, "You have the right idea.  Do 

this and you shall live."  But then we read that because the man 

wished to justify himself, he said, "And who is my neighbor?" 

 

He was looking for an alibi.  He wanted to be able to like 

himself without making any adjustments to his way of living. 

 

My guess is that most of us can understand that man, because he 

was so much like us. 

 



If his religion rebuked him, he would soften its requirements.  

He would do almost anything rather than change his attitudes 

and behavior.  Yes, we can understand this man.  He is one of 

us. 

 

We resist anything that calls us to a higher way of living.  And 

to deal with that, we just lower our standards.  Then we can live 

with ourselves and like ourselves, just the way we are. 

 

That is so natural, and yet so dangerous.  It virtually precludes 

the possibility of progress toward spiritual growth and 

development. 

 

That lawyer's entire life hinged on one question......Would he 

make excuses for himself?  Or to put it another way, would he 

face the facts about himself? 

 

To deal with this subject honestly, we have to admit that there is 

such a thing as a legitimate excuse.  We are not always 

responsible for the things that go wrong in our lives.  And we 

are rarely, if ever, entirely responsible.  Other things play a part. 

 

Heredity is a strong influence.  It determines our physical 

appearance.  It gives us our emotional makeup.  Some people 

are quiet and deliberate, like Mary who sat at the feet of Jesus. 

 

Others are fiery and spontaneous, like Martha who stormed into 

the room, demanding a bit more consideration. 

 

Environment also plays a part.  People who were rejected and 

abused as children find it difficult to trust anyone.  People who 

grew up in a hostile home have a hard time learning how to love. 

 

There really is such a thing as a legitimate excuse.  That's what 

makes the problem difficult. 



If all alibis were phony, it would be easier.  But life can be 

terribly unfair.  Today though, our emphasis is elsewhere. 

 

The lawyer in our reading may have grown up in a home where 

racial and religious bigotry was the norm.  He nevertheless had 

the chance to examine his own life. 

 

You see, it's one thing for a person to always have an excuse.  

It's another thing for a person to accept their limitations, and yet 

hold themselves accountable.  We all know the difference 

between those kinds of people.  And we also know which kind 

we are. 

 

It's hard to escape this contrast anywhere.  We see it in sports.  

We praise the good winners, but leave little praise for the good 

losers.  We say that there are legitimate excuses for failure, but 

notice that the people we admire most are the ones who had 

those excuses, but did not use them.  Helen Keller may be the 

classic case of all time. 

 

Before her second birthday she was struck both blind and deaf.  

No one would have blamed that little girl if she had just folded 

up and quit.  But instead, she learned to both read and write in 

Braille.  She learned to talk.  She graduated from college with 

honors.  She became one of the most respected authors of the 

20th century. 

 

Suppose for just a moment that each one of us here went home 

today and undertook a serious self-examination.  What if rather 

than looking at ways to justify ourselves we asked, "Is it my 

fault?"  Does the problem lie in me?  Am I the one who needs to 

change?  To face those questions honestly would transform 

many a home and many an individual life. 

 



Jesus tried to get this lawyer to do that.  Whether the effort 

succeeded, we do not know.  In any case, that man's chance is 

past and gone. 

 

Yours and mine though are still here.  The option is right there 

before us.  We can go through life, justifying ourselves, or we 

can face the facts and, with the help of God, make some needed 

changes in our lives. 

 

Jesus made it clear that there is only one way that we can justify 

ourselves in the eyes of God and that is to live a life of 

sacrificial love.  "Go and do likewise."  AMEN! 

 


