
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Luke 12:13-21 

A research company was anxious to do an extensive study of 

wolves in one of our national parks.  Wolves, however, are rather 

clever, and have no desire to cooperate with scientific research. 

So, with the backing of a major donor, the company placed a 

bounty of $5000 on any wolf that could be safely captured for 

research. 

Two young college students, Tom and Dave, decided this would 

be a way to make their fortunes.  They were familiar with the park 

because they had camped there frequently. 

For two weeks they scoured the park without much success.  Then 

one night, exhausted, they retired to their sleeping bags under the 

stars, and fell asleep thinking of their potential wealth. 

In the middle of the night, Tom woke up and realized that he and 

Dave were surrounded by at least 50 wild wolves with glaring 

eyes and bared teeth.  He nudged his companion.  “Dave,” he 

said, “Wake up!  We’re rich!” 

Rich?  Maybe.  Doomed?  For sure. 

God calls the rich man in today’s parable a fool, but why is he 

foolish?  Certainly, part of it is that he has no intent of sharing 

what he owns with those who are in need.  But I think it goes 

much deeper.  This man is foolish in regard to his future and 

foolish in regard to his success. 

As to his future, he has big plans.  He is going to build larger barns 

in which he will store all of his possessions.  Then he is confident 

that he will be happy and secure for many years to come. 

 



What is foolish about this strategy is that this man’s future is but 

one day.  Wise people understand that you never know what 

tomorrow may bring.  Our health, our families, our jobs can 

change dramatically. 

We do of course have to keep an eye on the future, eating healthy, 

investing in our 401ks.  But the only life we really have is the life 

we have today.  That is why wise people refuse to postpone living 

it. 

It makes no sense to say that I will be happy once I graduate, once 

I find someone to love me, once I find a new job, once I retire. 

The future is largely out of our control.  That is why wise people 

live today. 

But the man in the gospel is foolish in another sense.  He does not 

know the source of his success.  He presumes that his bountiful 

harvest is merely the result of his own effort and ability, and he 

fails to give thanks to God for the good things that he has. 

You can see his self-centered attitude by the way he talks.  He 

does not talk to God.  He does not talk to other people.  He talks 

to himself. He says, “This is what I will do.” 

And then he says to himself, “Eat, drink and be merry.”  Centered 

on his own success, he is unable to give thanks.  And that is a 

serious failure. 

For in my life and ministry I have seen over and over again that 

the happiest people are the most thankful people.  People who not 

only use their talents to do good for others, but people who 

understand that the talents they possess are gifts from a God who 

loves them. 

People who not only love their spouse, their children, and their 

friends but who understand that their relationships flow from the 

hand of God who blesses them. 



Thankfulness deepens life.  It enriches life, because it places all 

that we have in the context of God’s love, a love that will not 

abandon us no matter what comes. 

So, let us live wisely, not in the future, but today.  Let us celebrate 

today our health, our friends, and our abilities. 

Let us deepen that celebration by realizing that all these good gifts 

come from God’s love.  The gospel calls us to live today with 

thankfulness. 

This is the secret of happiness.  This is the way to live.  To live 

any other way would be the choice of a fool.  AMEN. 

 

 


