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Piece: The Good Samaritan, 1890
Artist: Vincent van Gogh
Location: Kröller-Müller Museum, the Netherlands

July 14, 2019

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
Dt 30:10–14
Col 1:15–20
Lk 10:25–37

[A Samaritan] approached the victim, poured oil and wine  
over his wounds and bandaged them.

Luke 10:34

For Reflection
How do I help those in need at 
home, at work, in society?

Do I see myself as merely entrusted 
with God’s gifts of my time, talents, 
and treasure?

“And Who Is My 
Neighbor?”

This question from Luke 10:29 posed 
to Jesus prompts one of the most 

famous stories ever told. A neighbor is 
one I love as myself. A priest walked by 
the beaten and abused man. Even though 
he was someone dedicated to God and his 
worship, the priest didn’t have time to 
become his neighbor. Perhaps he didn’t 
want to risk ritual impurity by dealing 
with the bloodied body of an unknown 
man. Whatever his reasons, he felt he 
had more important commitments than 
helping the poor.

A Levite, a member of the tribe in 
charge of the temple, wasn’t his neighbor, 
either. He also found reasons to justify 
leaving this man to bleed to death along 
the road. Perhaps he thought someone 
else would stop and help. It’s easy to 
abdicate our responsibility.

Then a Samaritan, one disdained 
by the Jews, happened by. He stopped 
to help, lifted him up, carried him to 
safety, and paid from his own pocket for future care; he became 
totally involved. In an obvious sense, Jesus is telling us to be good 
Samaritans—that is, to be compassionate and generous to neighbors 
in need—not just people like us, but to aliens and strangers.

But on another level, perhaps we represent the wounded person 
by the roadside, in need of healing and restoration from sin. Like the 
Samaritan, Jesus was scorned by many. But it is Christ himself who 
wants to pick us up, bind our wounds, and pay for our care. And he 
pays this debt, of course, on the cross. Are we willing to admit that we 
need healing from a “Samaritan” like Jesus?        —Fr. Mark Haydu, LC
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