
20th Sunday of the Year (C) 

 

 I heard about this man.  He was walking through the 

woods with a friend.  And all of a sudden they came upon 

this huge Grizzly bear.  They froze in their tracks. 

 

 And as the bear intently stared them down, they 

contemplated what they should do.  The man turned to his 

friend and said, “I think we should run.” 

 

 His friend said, “Are you crazy?  You can’t outrun a 

Grizzly bear.”  He said, “I know that.  I don’t have to 

outrun him, I just have to outrun you.” 

 

I think we can all agree that human slavery in our 

country, a country dedicated to personal freedom, is an 

anomaly beyond our powers to understand.  Whether the 

slaves were treated well or poorly is not the point. 

 

It’s simply abhorrent that one human being would be 

actually owned by another human being.  As I look back on 

that era, I can’t imagine how slavery could have been 

tolerated, not to mention actually justified in the minds of 

the people. 

 

I suspect, however, that another generation, more 

enlightened than our own, will one day look back upon our 

times and ask: “How could they have tolerated it?  How 

could they have possibly justified it?”  The “it” that I am 

referring to is Abortion.  60 million abortions have been 

performed since 1973 in the United States of America. 

 



Abortion is the direct killing of an innocent human 

being, an aberration far worse than owning a fellow human 

being.  The Catholic Church stands virtually alone in its 

opposition to this horrible killing of defenseless babies. 

 

We, as individual Catholics, must never weaken in our 

efforts to protect the unborn by every available means. 

 

But abortion is just one example among many 

immoralities in our society today.  Attacks upon the 

sacredness of marriage and sex.  Racial and ethnic 

prejudice are just a few.  Some people, even some 

Catholics, say that the Church ought to stay in the 

sanctuary and out of the social arena. 

 

Think back to the era of slavery.  Do you think that the 

Church should have said nothing against this immoral 

institution?  Imagine, however, the effect of a sermon 

condemning slavery given to a congregation of slave 

owners. 

 

Don’t you think that some would have walked out, 

that others would have protested that the priest had no 

business sticking his nose into their business, or even that 

the Church ought to restrict itself to praying? 

 

Hindsight is 20/20 and always easy.  We easily 

condemn slavery today, as we easily condemn Nazism and 

the horrors of the concentration camps.  In fact, today there 

are still some who say that Pope Pius XII should have been 

more active in opposing Hitler and his crazy ideologies. 

 

Well, let’s profit from that kind of hindsight and 

recognize that the Church must NOT be silent regarding 

social matters in our own time. 



Nor should we as individuals become defensive if a 

social teaching of the Church hits home. 

 

The gospel you heard a few moments ago is a strange 

paradox.  Jesus, the Prince of Peace, proclaims that he has 

come not for peace but to light a fire on earth, a fire to 

purify. 

 

And if such purification demands division even within 

families, then remember that Jesus says: “I have come for 

division.”  The message of Jesus is not all milk and honey. 

 

Jesus was no wimp.  He did not mouth platitudes that 

could be turned into bumper stickers.  Rather, He was 

forceful and uncompromising when the truth had to be 

proclaimed, no matter what the consequences. 

 

Our second reading in this Mass exhorts us to 

“remember how he endured the opposition of sinners.”  The 

Old Testament prophet, Jeremiah, similarly refused to 

compromise with the evils of his day.  For his efforts he 

was accused of treason, thrown into a cistern and left to die. 

 

Jesus came to bring peace, but not a false peace which 

is the attitude which favors peace at any price, a price 

which is a compromise of moral principles:  a giving-in to 

wrong when it is convenient, a willingness to go along with 

evil when it is profitable.  True peace does not come from 

selfishness and greed. 

   

In every Mass just before Communion, we pray for 

peace.  Jesus, said, “Peace I leave you, my peace I give to 

you, look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, 

and graciously grant Her peace and unity in accordance 

with your will.” 



True peace comes only from union with Jesus Christ.  

May the peace of Christ be with you today and always.  

AMEN. 


