
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Luke 18:1-8 

 

The pastor gave an unusually long sermon on prayer, based on 

the parable of The Poor Widow and the Corrupt Judge, which 

we just heard.  Later at the back door, while the pastor was 

shaking hands with his parishioners, one man said: “Father, your 

sermon, was simply wonderful, so invigorating, inspiring and 

refreshing.”  The pastor, of course, broke out in a big smile only 

to hear with a shock the man’s next words: “I felt like a new 

man when I woke up!”  Well, nap time is over. 

 

The story that Jesus told is rather troubling.  First, he said that 

there was "a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for 

people."  We don't like to think that there are judges like that –– 

but there are. 

 

Then Jesus said that a widow came to that judge to get help –– 

to get justice.  This judge, who didn't care about God, people, or 

anything else, refused to help her.  But the widow kept coming 

back, again, and again and again. 

 

Finally, the bad judge got so tired of seeing her that he helped 

her out.  It wasn't that he wanted to help.  He just wanted to get 

rid of the pesky old woman, and the best way to do that was to 

give her what she wanted.  That's what he did –– he gave her 

what she wanted. 

 

Now we're torn when we hear a story like that.  We're glad the 

widow finally got some help, but we would like to put that judge 

in jail –– throw away the key! 

 

But then comes the most troubling part of the story.  Jesus told 

his disciples, "Listen to what the unjust judge says."  What did 

the unjust judge say? 

 



He said:  "Though I have no fear of God and no respect for 

anyone, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant 

her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually 

coming." 

 

So Jesus tells us to listen to this bad judge, who gives the widow 

justice –– but only to get her off his back.  And then Jesus says: 

 

"And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to 

him day and night?  Will (God) delay long in helping them? 

I tell you, (God) will quickly grant justice to them." 

 

What does that mean?  Does it mean that God is like that bad 

judge?  Does it mean that God doesn't care anything about us, 

but we can probably arm-wrestle Him into helping us if we 

pester Him long enough? 

 

No, that isn't it at all.  The idea behind this story is that, if even a 

bad judge will help a pesky widow, then we can count on our 

good God to help us.  In other words, God is not like that bad 

judge.  God is better than the bad judge –– much better.  God 

loves us, so we can be sure that God will help us. 

 

But Jesus does suggest that we need to call on God day and 

night.  Yes, God heard us the first time –– and God heard us the 

second time –– but we might have to pray many times before 

God answers our prayers. 

 

And then we need to be prepared for the possibility that God 

will answer our prayers differently than we asked them.  But 

that's another subject for another time.  The concern of this story 

is our continuing faithfulness –– our continuing prayer –– even 

when nothing seems to be happening.   

 



That's not easy, is it!  It's not easy to pray –– and to keep praying 

even when nothing seems to be happening. 

 

In fact, it's not easy to pray at all –– unless we're in trouble.  I 

heard someone talk about "911 Christians."  She said that "911 

Christians" don't pray very often, but when they're in trouble, 

they dial "911 God."   

 

Did you ever do that?  Did you ever forget to pray for long 

periods of time?  Did you ever get in trouble and find yourself 

dialing "911 God"?  If you haven't done that, you're a real saint.  

Most of us have forgotten God at some point –– only to have our 

faith resurrected when we found ourselves in trouble.  Most of 

us pull out the stops when things go bad.  Most of us are glad to 

know that we can dial "911 God". 

 

That isn't all bad.  It's better to be a "911 Christian" than no 

Christian at all.  It's better to pray when you're in trouble than 

never to talk to God at all.   

 

In the Lord's Prayer, Jesus taught us to pray, "Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil."  That's a good prayer, isn't 

it!  "Lead us not into temptation!"  That's the kind of prayer that 

is easy to pray.  

 

Jesus teaches us to pray, "Deliver us from evil!"  Yes!  That's 

what we want!  We're happy to pray, "Keep me out of trouble."  

That's OK.  Jesus taught us to pray like that.  But if that is the 

only kind of prayer that we ever pray, we're shortchanging 

ourselves.   

 

Prayer is communion with God, and it can enrich our lives.  If 

it's better to be a "911 Christian" than no Christian at all, it's 

even better to be an everyday Christian –– a Christian who prays 

regularly. 



God loves to hear from us –– the more often the better.  That's 

part of the message of our scripture today.  God loves to hear 

from us, and the more often the better. 

 

But it's not easy to remember to pray when things are going 

well.  It's not easy to keep in practice. 

 

Did you ever think of praying to keep in practice?  Like 

everything else we do, if we don't practice, we'll never get good 

at it! 

 

Prayer is like being with someone we love.  If we hardly ever 

spend time with the person we love, our love will tend to fade.   

That's why it's good for families to eat dinner together.  That's 

why it's good for us to talk to each other as we sit around the 

table.   

 

And that's also why it's good to spend some time with God every 

day. 

 

Speaking of sitting at the table, a priest friend has a dog named 

Trooper, who sits on the floor as the priest eats dinner.  He said 

that the dog sat there with open mouth and motionless eyes. 

 

He went on to say: "Oh, if I could only pray the way this dog 

watches the food!  All his thoughts are concentrated on the food.  

Otherwise he has no thought, wish or hope." 

 

Anyone who has ever had a dog knows what this priest was 

talking about.  Nothing is more focused than a dog at mealtime.  

Even if the dog knows that he can't expect more than a few 

crumbs from the table, he will devote his full attention to each 

bite that his master takes, just in case something might drop on 

the floor. 

 



We have all had reason to be thankful to God for the blessings 

he has given us –– and we have all had reason to be angry with 

God for denying something –– health, wealth, love –– the things 

we really wanted.   

 

Like it or not, that's the way life is.  In another place, Jesus said: 

 

"Your Father in heaven...makes his sun rise on the evil and on 

the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the 

unrighteous." 

 

In other words, we will all have occasions where we might want 

to shake our fist at God and shout, "It's –– not –– FAIR." 

 

When that happens, I hope that we will be like St. Teresa of 

Avila, a 16th century nun.  She found herself stuck in the mud 

on one of her journeys.  In her frustration, she cried out to God:   

"If this is the way you treat your friends, no wonder you have so 

few!" 

 

But Teresa kept on keeping on.   She kept the faith.  She 

continued to work for Christ.  Later, she wrote a poem.  She 

said: 

 

"Let nothing upset you. 

Let nothing startle you. 

All things pass. 

God does not change. 

Patience wins all it seeks. 

Whoever has God lacks nothing. 

God alone is enough." 

 

Teresa was like the widow who kept coming back –– and who 

finally found the joy she was seeking. 

 



I pray that we will be like that widow –– and like St. Teresa –– 

and like the millions of saints through the years who have let 

their faith triumph over adversity. 

 

I pray that when Jesus comes again, he will find us being 

faithful –– praying –– loving –– serving –– and doing so in His 

name.  Our help is from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.  

AMEN. 

 

 


