
Holy Family  -  Cycle A 

KEEPING CHRISTMAS 

Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 

 

 

A couple of years ago an article was written entitled 

“Keeping Christmas” and it distinguishes between 

observing Christmas and keeping Christmas. 

 

It’s a good thought for this Sunday after Christmas 

when we start packing up all the lights and trees for another 

year, the pews are back to normal and New Year’s 

resolutions are the talk of the office.  This past week we 

observed Christmas, but what are we doing now to keep 

it?  

 

Scripture tells us that when the Wise Men visited 

Bethlehem, Jesus was no longer in the stable.  Matthew’s 

Gospel says the Wise men entered “the house.”  You see, 

Jesus may have been a year old or more, and the family 

was apparently living in more permanent quarters. 

 

After the visit of the magi, an angel appeared to 

Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his 

mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; 

for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”  

The Holy Family left for Egypt that very night. 

 

Now Herod was infuriated at having been tricked by 

the Wise Men.  If he could not actually find the child they 

said was the Messiah, he would take care of the matter 

another way.  And so he decreed that all male children 

under two years of age be killed. 

 



The thought of such a thing is incredible to us.  Herod, 

like other tyrants we could name, was ruthless in protecting 

his power.  He even had two of his own sons killed, 

because he was afraid they were seeking his throne.  The 

Roman emperor, Augustus said that it would better to be 

one of Herod’s pigs than one of his sons. 

 

The Holy family returned to Israel after receiving 

news of the death of Herod.  They didn’t return to 

Bethlehem because in King Herod’s last will and testament 

he designated his son to be the king in the area that 

included Jerusalem and Bethlehem. 

 

And Herod’s son was worse than his father.  Joseph 

was afraid to go there, and also had a warning in a dream.  

So, they went north to Galilee and lived in Nazareth. 

 

In the centuries since, we have provided many places 

for Jesus.  We have built churches and cathedrals and filled 

them with representations of Christ and the Holy Family.  

His life profoundly rendered in beautiful stained glass, and 

in some of the world’s greatest paintings and sculptures.  

These things are more for us, and they have great spiritual 

value to us.  But Jesus wants to take up residence in our 

hearts and in our lives. 

 

We have observed Christmas 2019.  Some of us don’t 

do anything better than observing Christmas.  Some of us 

are still exhausted from Christmas, as well as being in debt!  

Beyond Christmas, the challenge is to keep Christmas all 

the other days. 

 

 Are you willing to forget what you have done for other 

people, and to remember what other people have done for 

you? 



Are you willing to ignore what the world owes you, 

and to think what you owe the world?  Are you willing to 

do these things even for one day?  Then you can keep 

Christmas.”  

 

Are you willing to stoop down and consider the needs 

and desires of little children; to remember the weakness 

and loneliness of people who are growing older; to stop 

asking how much your friends love you, and ask yourself 

whether you love them enough? 

 

Are you willing to try to understand what those who 

live in the same house with you really want, without 

waiting for them to tell you; Are you willing to do these 

things even for one day?  Then you can keep Christmas.”  

 

What does it mean to have Christ in our lives?  It isn’t 

necessarily as mysterious as we often suppose.  It is as 

practical as living itself.  Are you willing to believe that 

love is the strongest thing in the world - - - stronger than 

hate, stronger than evil, stronger than death? 

 

Are you willing to believe that the blessed life which 

began in Bethlehem long ago is the image and brightness of 

Eternal Love?  Then you can keep Christmas.  And if you 

can keep it for a day, why not always?  But you can never 

keep it alone.”  

 

Those first followers of Jesus, who were the tiniest of 

minorities in the world, would be in awe over how many 

people in the 21st century celebrate the birth of Jesus. 

 

How sad that they would soon discover that, while 

everybody observes Christmas, very few keep Christmas 

or even think of Jesus during the rest of the year. 



How devastating to realize that Jesus is not really 

taken seriously by a culture that is essentially secular.  

What could be more tragic? And what shall we do about it? 

 

As we begin a new year of life on this earth, let’s 

make sure we keep Christmas alive in our hearts and 

homes.  For you see God loved you so much that he sent 

His only Son into this world, so that you might have 

everlasting life. 

 

Amen. 

 


