
4th Sunday of Easter 

 

For some time now we have seen in the public 

spotlight what is called "the militia movement" in our 

country.  The term refers to the para-military groups that 

are spread across America. Compared with the total 

population they are few in number, but their zeal is very 

strong. 

 

The leader of one of these groups agreed to be 

interviewed on television. He was dressed in military 

fatigues with an AK-47 rifle slung over his shoulder. It was 

obvious that here was a man who was ready for war. At one 

point in the interview, he looked into the eye of the camera 

and said, "I take my marching orders from Jesus Christ." 

 

Now I don't know about you, but that strikes me as a 

rather strange statement.  It speaks of military action 

motivated by Christian devotion. What did Jesus ever do 

that would inspire a man to carry an automatic rifle?  

 

Which of his teachings would send men into the 

woods to play war games? That puzzles me. 

 

This movement is so far on the fringes of life that not 

many will be drawn to it.  It does, however, raise a question 

that deserves consideration. 

 

Most of us here today, like that militia member, claim 

to be followers of Christ.  But we have to admit that that 

term, "Followers of Christ," is rather ambiguous, with a 

wide range of meanings. 

 

 



To some, it means the rejection of any and all medical 

treatment.  When they get sick, they pray for healing.  If 

that doesn't work they die.  To some it means things like 

handling snakes and drinking poison. 

 

To many, it means maintaining a connection with the 

church and leading a respectable life. But what does it 

mean to you and me? 

 

In our Gospel reading, the concept is clearly set forth. 

Jesus is the Shepherd. We are the sheep. He leads. We 

follow. 

 

That sounds simple enough, but it still leaves us 

wondering what that means in terms of daily living. 

 

The only way I know of answering that question is by 

remembering how Jesus lived.  

  

Jesus was first and foremost a good man. Of course, 

we know He was much more than that. He was the Son of 

God.  He was the Messiah. He was the light of the world.  

He was the Bread of Life. 

 

But he couldn’t have been any of those things without 

first being a good man.  That was fundamental. No one 

could believe in a Messiah who was less than honorable 

and honest in all of his dealings. 

 

St. Peter reminded his readers:  "Christ suffered for 

you."  That, of course, is a recurring theme of the gospels. 

It is written on almost every page of the New Testament. It 

is part of every sermon and prayer and song.  In the church 

we are never allowed to forget that Christ has suffered for 

us. 



But Peter speaks of the cross as an example for us to 

follow. And to be perfectly honest, that is a difficult 

thought to think. We may be able to conceive of the cross 

as something that Christ has done for us. But how can we 

possibly repeat it in our own lives? How can we follow it as 

an example? 

 

The chances are very slim that any of us will be called 

upon to die for others. So, we are tempted to see the cross 

as a religious symbol and nothing more. So, is it possible 

for us to make the cross a real part of our daily life? 

 

Perhaps it is if we conceive of the cross in a certain 

way.  Consider this definition:  When Jesus went to the 

cross, he was doing something for others that he did not 

have to do.  The whole thing was voluntary. He took it 

upon himself. 

 

Phrased in that way, the cross can become a part of 

our daily living. Husbands and wives, mothers and fathers 

can go beyond the legal requirements of their roles. 

 

On the job, employees and employers can exceed the 

minimum expectations. In the community, we can care for 

one another in ways that no one has the right to demand. 

 

Think back on the things Jesus did prior to his 

suffering on the cross. He befriended a lonely Samaritan 

woman. No law required him to do that. He washed the 

dirty feet of his disciples. He didn't have to do that.  It 

wasn't his job. 

 

He even applauded the generosity of a poor widow. 

No one else even thought of doing that. After all, she only 

gave two pennies.  What good would that do? 



This was the pattern of Jesus' life from start to 

finish......always doing more than the law required. And 

when Good Friday came, it did not catch him unprepared. 

 

He was well practiced in the fine art of doing for 

others. Even the cross was not beyond his reach. Peter 

marveled at the grace and courage with which he faced that 

final challenge. 

 

"When he was insulted, he returned no insult. When 

he was made to suffer, he did not counter with threats." 

 

That is what it means to follow Christ. Bottom 

line......It is doing for others what we do not have to do. 

And when that becomes difficult, Jesus has shown us how 

to do it with grace and courage. 

 

The only way into the sheepfold of God is through the 

sheep gate of Christ. There are no short cuts or back doors.  

We have to travel the way of crucifixion and resurrection.  

Thank God though, we have a shepherd who has gone 

before us to lead the way.  Let us follow him! AMEN. 

 


